






















OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 
HEART OF ILLINOIS SPECIAL RECREATION ASSOCIATION, HELD AT 5:15 P.M., 
MONDAY, JUNE 26, 2023 HELD AT THE HEART OF ILLINOIS SPECIAL RECREATION 
ASSOCIATION OFFICE, 8727 NORTH PIONEER ROAD, PEORIA, IL 61615. 
 
Meeting called to order at 5:17 PM by Chairman Yates. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Emily Cahill, Brian Tibbs, Joel Dickerson, Kris Goergen,  
     Kevin Yates, Lorelei Cox 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:  Robert Johnson 
 
HISRA STAFF PRESENT:   Katie Van Cleve, Karen Rodgers 
 
PRESS PRESENT:    None 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:   None 
 
REVIEW OF MINUTES:  The minutes of the June 2023 meeting were reviewed. 
     Motion to approve was made by Trustee Goergen, and  
     seconded by Trustee Cox. Roll call vote. 
     Result: Ayes: 6, Nays: 0 
     Motion Approved 
 
REVIEW OF BILLS:    Summary of the bills for June 2023 were reviewed. Motion 
     to approve as presented was made by Trustee Tibbs, 
     and seconded by Trustee Cox. 
     Result: Ayes: 6, Nays: 0 
     Motion Approved 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT:   Summary of the financial report for June 2023 were 
     Reviewed. Motion to approve as presented was made by 
     Trustee Dickerson, and seconded by Trustee Goergen. 
     Result: Ayes: 6, Nays: 0 
     Motion Approved 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT:   Director Van Cleve announced that HISRA was awarded  
     Two grants; the Peoria County Care and Treatment Board 
     Grant and the Community Foundation Community Arts  
     Grant.  
     The Peoria County Care and Treatment Board Grant of  
     $125,000 in April 2023, which will cover the expenses of  
     the expansion of the FOCUS program, in light of a similar 



     service, PUP, closing down in December 2023. This grant 
                will also cover the cost of adding personnel to the FOCUS 
     program. HISRA was also also awarded the Community 
     Foundation Community Arts Grant of $5,000 for Camp  
     Free To Be’s Music Therapy Program. This grant will cover  
     the expense of contracting a board certified music  
     therapist to run a week-on-week music therapy program 
     within camp.  
 
     Director Van Cleve announced the HISRA Programming 

that is taking place this summer, and mentioned that 
HISRA is running a free family day event on July 15th, 

     2023, called “UnPlug at HISRA”, which will be taking place  
     at the HISRA facility on North Pioneer Road. 
 
     HISRA has gotten some media coverage in recent months, 
     namely a feature story about Camp Free To Be on News 
     25 last week on June 21st, coverage about HISRA’s  
     programming on WCBU during Disability Awareness  

month in March, and a feature page about HISRA in 
Peoria Magazine’s Community Impact Feature.  

  
     Director Van Cleve and HISRA staff have attended  
     Outreach events for both participant and hiring purposes 
     In the past few months, including but not limited to: 

Peoria Park District Camp Open House and Job Fairs, 
Dunlap Parent Night, The Autism Collative Resource Fair, 
Bradley Job Fair, Washington High School Job Panel, 
Washington Unified, Limestone Unified, and the Human 
Services Collaborative Job Fair. HISRA has also 
collaborated with numerous local agencies and companies 
in the community, such as The Playhouse, EP!C, Peoria 
Grown, The Cookery and Midwest Food Bank. 
 
Director Van Cleve announced that preparations for 2023 
Fall Programming and the 2024 Budget is currently taking 
place. 
 
Director Van Cleve announced that Sabrina Meyer, 
Program Coordinator for HISRA, has resigned. HISRA 
currently has two full time open positions; one full-time 
Program Coordinator position and one full-time FOCUS 
Coordinator position.  
 



NEW BUSINESS:    None 
 
PENDING BUSINESS:  None 
 
CORRESPONDENCE:   None 
 
OTHER BUSINESS:    None 
 
ADJOURNMENT:    A motion to adjourn was made by Trustee Tibbs and was  
     Seconded by Trustee Cox at 5:37 PM. The next meeting 
     Will be held at HISRA on August 16th, 2023 at 5:15 PM.  
     Result: Ayes: 6, Nays: 0 
     Motion Approved 
      
 

Submitted by: _______________________________ 
  Karen Rodgers, Secretary 


